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Heja Drott!

It was with great misfortune that a January winter storm warning came to fruition and
produced 24 hours of constant snow with hazardous driving conditions. Drott Lodge
was regrettably forced to cancel the January Meeting. We were disappointed to delay
not only our election of new Officers for 2019, but also a special presentation by our
own TV star, Ashley Mullinax. Both are now rescheduled for Sunday, February 10
along with our annual Pea Soup and Pancake Dinner. Everyone is encouraged to
come for the election and for Ashley’s presentation, but please be advised that an
RSVP is mandatory for the Dinner!

The Nominating Committee has made a few updates to the proposed slate of Officers
presented in the January Newsletter. The updated, final slate can be found on page 3.
Since elections can only be held at a Drott business meeting and our Bylaws state that
business meetings must be announced to all members seven days in advance, it was
not possible to reschedule the formal voting to elect officers immediately following the
winter storm. As a result, the Bylaw and Policy Index Committee will review our Bylaws
and update them accordingly in view of Vasa Grand Lodge and District 9

requirements.

As you read through this February Newsletter, please keep the following things in
mind! Dues are now due. Our new ABBApalooza will be in March, meaning the next
formal business meeting following February will not be until April. April, of course, is
also when we have Valborg.

RSVP now for the February 10th Pea Soup & Pancake Dinner!

Valkommen!

UPCOMING EVENTS

ANNUAL PEA SOUP & PANCAKE DINNER

BEHIND THE SCENES OF SWEDISH REALITY TV*
BUSINESS MEETING & ELECTION OF 2019 OFFICERS*
Sunday, February 10, Promptly at 2:30 pm

Undercroft of St. James’ Episcopal Church

11815 Seven Locks Rd., Potomac MD



*rescheduled from January 13

$10 donation for anyone over 13, $5 for children 6 to 12, and free under 6
RSVP Required by February 6 for Pea Soup & Pancake Dinner — setup at 1:30 pm

Artsoppa (pea soup) is made from dried yellow peas and traditionally served on
Thursdays in Sweden, followed with crepe-like Pannkakor (pancakes) filled with
strawberry or raspberry jam, then folded or rolled and topped with whipped cream or
sugar. Drott’s pea soup Dinner includes knackebréd (hard crisp bread), cheese, and
ham, then follows tradition with the pancakes for dessert.

We need more members to arrive at 1:30 and help set up. We also need kitchen
workers, food line servers and clean-up people. Drott members who have paid their
dues (or pay at the dinner) will not be charged the meal donation. (Dues paid by credit
card will also incur a $1.50 service charge.) The donation for all others age 13 and
over is $10, $5 for children ages 6 to 12, and those under age 6 are free. For food
planning purposes and due to space limitations in the undercroft, it is absolutely
essential that people RSVP with the number of seats needed by close of business
Wednesday, February 6th to Arne Dunhem at adunhem@gmail.com or call 703-847-
0940.

Drott Lodge's very own Ashley Mullinax will at last share with us her experiences as
one of the American reality stars of the 2018 Swedish TV series, Allt fér Sverige.
Ashley will screen her favorite clips from the series and give behind the scenes insight
into what really goes on while filming reality TV. The entire series can be viewed on
YouTube. The English title is Great Swedish Adventure.

As indicated in the January newsletter, the business meeting following the cultural
presentation will focus on the election/installation of Drott Lodge Officers for 2019 as
well as our upcoming events for the year. Events include ABBApalooza,
Valborgsmassoafton, the Midsommar Picnic, the Crayfish Party, our Annual Bazaar
and the Sankta Lucia Procession/Julfest.

Our Nominating Committee offers the following updated slate of candidates for Officers
for 2019. Nominating Committee Chair Larilyn André can be reached at 703-659-5128
or larilynandre@gmail.com for further comments and additional nominations, for either
yourself or another member, which can also be made at the February meeting.

Proposed Candidates
Chair: Arne Dunhem
Vice Chair: Larilyn André
Recording Secretary: Lisa Jacobson
Asst. Recording Secretary: Allison Bennett
Treasurer: Eva Dunhem
Asst. Treasurer: Marianne Diaz
Membership/Financial Secretary: Carol Whitley
Asst. Membership Secretary: Katrin Shoemaker
Historian: nomination open
Webmaster: Susan Remmert
Newsletter Editor: Jeffrey de Hart
Chaplin: Amy Stenlund
Cultural Committee: Marit Knollmueller, Susan Remmert,
Janet Johnson, Laura Rhodes, Rod Rydlun
Trustee: Julie Olson
Auditor: Peter Olson

The following committees are forming and have room for additional members:

« Cultural Planning Committee — suggests cultural activities for the coming year
« Policy Index and By-laws Committee — sets out guidance for lodge operations
. Special Goals Committee — identifies/recommends worthy causes donations

ABBAPALOOZA

Saturday, March 23, 7:00 pm
Parish Hall at St. James’ Episcopal Church 11815 Seven Locks Rd., Potomac MD

On April 27, 2013 we shared an unforgettable evening of ABBA music, dancing and a
singalong to Mamma Mia! the movie while enjoying refreshments amidst a 70s disco
theme. You definitely don’t want to miss our ABBApalooza “revival” so, once again,
root through your closet and find something to participate in the 70s costume contest.
Maybe come as your favorite ABBA member — Agnetha, Frida, Bjoérn or Benny — or
even in your favorite go-go boots with flowers adorning your hair. Details forthcoming
but in the meantime be sure to save the date!

DUES ARE DUE

It is time for all members to pay 2019 Drott Lodge dues, which are $50 per year for
regular members. As part of the dues structure approved in 2015, paid-up Drott
members will not be charged the usual “meal” fee for the Pea Soup and Pancake
Dinner or the September Welcome Back Crayfish Party. Please note that dues paid by
credit card will incur an additional $1.50 service charge.

Life Members and Youth Members (ages 14-24) are required to pay only the total
amount of the annual assessment that Drott must pay out for each member to the
Grand and District Lodges. For 2019, this amount is $25.75. Life Member status is
granted in the year following a member’s 75th birthday provided the member has been



in good standing for ten or more years.

We do not know for sure, but “Life Membership” is something that may be unique to
Drott Lodge. Effective in 1977, Drott established this category with the primary benefit
being that Life Members were excused from paying membership dues and
assessments. In its reinvention decisions in 1997, the Lodge decided to modify the
benefits of the Life Membership category to oblige new Life Members (i.e., those
becoming Life Members on or after January 1, 1998) to pay annual membership dues
in an amount equal to the total of the District/Grand Lodge assessments in effect for
that year.

We have Life Members who continue to pay the full dues amount, some very active
and some we have not seen in years. They do this because they know that by paying
only the reduced amount, they are not giving anything to help support Drott operations.
Some members add a little extra to the minimum required. Our hope is that those who
choose to pay the minimum due would then contribute by paying fees associated with
any of our meal functions.

Checks should be made payable to “Drott Lodge #168” and sent to the Financial
Secretary, Carol Whitley, at 4600 Connecticut Avenue NW, Apt. 819, Washington DC
20008-5707. We will accept dues by credit card as an option from members who are
present at a meeting; a convenience fee of $1.50 per membership will be added to
each credit card payment. Unfortunately, we cannot accept credit card payments by
mail, phone, or email.

Some members are in arrears. Check with Carol if you are unsure whether you need
to pay for one or for two years.

VASA Drott Lodge 168

clo St. James Episcopal Church 11815 Seven Locks Road

Potomac, MD 20854
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